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^TRHE time seems to be rapidly approachingwhen the audience will be asked
to join with the stage in the manufactureof burlesques and breezy entertainments.The newest affair at Koster & Bial's,

called "In Gotham," really makes you feel,
as you sit idly in your seat.a lazy spectator
.that you ought to be up and doing somethingfor your living. There are the ushers,
all made up for the occasion, in regal red
clothes and badly fitting wigs, and there is
Miss Josie Hall, in her "Rag Time Liz"
song, accompanied by small non-stage
boys, who walk up and down the aisles of
the auditorium and show liow unnecessary
a stage experience really is.

I half expected Manager Alfred Aarons
to beg me to arise and criticise the show
viva voce for the benefit of the assembled
fnaience. 1 nai wouia nave Deen a novelty
and 1 sliotfld have assented willingly, of
course. I looked eagerly to see if the occupantsof the boxes were east for roles In
"In Gotham." and I shouldn't have been
surprised if the people on the stage had
adjourned for the last act to the gallery,
or the people of the gallery had treus-
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jOTHAMTn^O?
ferred themselves for the last act to the
stage. On successful occasions the audienceand the stage are always supposed to
oe 111 toucn. wnat is ttie matter wun utilizingthat circumstance, now that everythingelse lias been done? How pleasant
to feel that after you have paid $1.50 for a

seat you will be allowed to exhibit yourselfto the crowd, instead of stagnating unseenin a silent cliair! Surely the wellknownmania for stage work would inducea series of packed houses if we were

permitted to appear, Instead of being merelyasked to pay out our cash and sit still.
Nearly all "first-nighters" have "specialties"of some sort. What a hit they would
make, neatly and unexpectedly sandwiched
in among the work of the common professionals.
The new offering at Koster & Bial's is a

pleasant affair.even as it is. Whether the
ushers in their gorgeous, Solomonesque
garbs helped or not, I don't know. I don't
think that they do. My opinion is that if
Mr. Aarons led in the critics every night.
wearing silver handcuffs and long, fluffy
wigs, this feature would outdo the ushers.
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>TEP & BIAL'S
I'm sorry for the ushers anyway. It seems
hard that a lot of sober, industrious men.
who have always showed their willingness
to applaud bad turns, should be asked to
make monkeys of themselves. Let the
others do it.and leave the ushers free to
be a claque.
"In Gotham" is the work of Joseph Herbert,aided musically by the smiling conductor,Max Gabriel. The piece is a curious evolutionof ordinary burlesque, flavored with

the London Empire ballet (very slightly flavored,by the bye). It is largely a question
of girl, and girl In tights, and that feature
of Its make-up Is eminently successful. It
Is dull only when Mr. Herbert lets himself
loose In "jokes" and when the stage is seriouslydarkened for an irrelevant "Itlp Van
Winkle" Interpolation, with a scene in the
Catskills.
Mr. Herbert is not a happy person. I

should say that he was haunted by ghostsghostsof other people's Jokes.dead and
gone jokes at that. The girl who is told
to take a car, and Immediately gets a toy
car thrust into her hands, is a mossy souvenirof "1492" years ago, and there are
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LATEST BUPI
other indications that Mr. Herbert's humor
is a thing with a past and no future. To
Mr. Carle Is assigned a hideous array of
antique jests, which he reels .off one after
the other, as though he knew they were
second-hand.

Still, an affair like "In Gotham" Isn't
written. Like Topsy, it grows. It has
many attractive features. The scene In the
big store Is a lively one, and its shoppers
in tights will give many a lady a wrinkle.
It is the Idealization of a big store; minus
the squalor, and the hurry and the general
unloveliness. As I said before, the jokes
hurt it. It Is questionable whether any big
store could live if its patrons were asked
to laugh at such humors as Mr. Carle
exudes.
The second scene.of the second act is

also good, with its Hebrew cake walk and
its "surprises." This scene follows the
dingy thing in the Catskills, which is sup.
posed to suggest the ballets of the Loudon
Empire, but which doesn't suggest them.
A London Empire ballet is a very ornate
and cyclonic affair, and it cannot be dupli-
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"In Gotham" will rely for success upon Its
specialties. As soon as it tries to be pretty
and artistic it fails. You Ret a sort of
sickly prettiness that you don't want.
Miss Josie Hall is perhaps the most interestingmember of "In Gotham's" cast.

Itigged up as a tough girl, in all the colors
of the rainbow and a few more, her Rag
Time Liz is quite an exhilarating impersonation.Miss Hall knows how to sing a
comic song, because she doesn't eat its
words. The comic song interpreters of this
city are as a rule satisfied with "carrying"
the air. They swallow the words whole,
and many a dainty lyric pen has been
masticated in this way. Miss Hall is
kinder and wiser. Every word Isintelligible.A song like "She Only Had a
Dollar in Her I'urse," for instance,
wouldn't amount to the proverbial row of
pins if it were sung by anybody else. This
little ladj, however, emphasizes its pointwhenit has any.and gives it a value that I

lo ..........u.u, .

The "Rag Time Liz" ditty makes the kit t
of "In Gotham." Mr. Alfred Aarons, for- t
getting his onerons duties of manager and }
Adonis, fell to and did the music. While L
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she wears very symmetrically, sings a

rifle more seriously than is necessary,
dost ladies in burlesque behave as though
hey were appearing in tragedy. The other
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opt change their <jlothes. This is, I suppose,a great undertaking, however, and
nueh depends upon It.
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hey should at least have some inducement
o offer. A more melancholy person than
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country's soldiers murdered by
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hostile nation almost wiped out in ninety
zards over the battle-fields and hospitals
the misery and suffering and death which
e Democratic party has not been reduced
bjects for political division as to need to
literature.
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itions may be enriched and favorites
hen these phenomena do sporadically
papers" cry jobbery and villainy, and
reform. And if a political party is repoliticalparty is punished by being
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the success" of war, won by the

officers and men, provide a shining
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and death are inseparable from war
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uld be no protest against the horrid
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sany war, it is futile, even wicked, ta
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)le in war. But is that an argument
r the office of Secretary of War, and

see circling overhead in the political
rrily eyeing the "battle-fields, hospitals
irit of Vengeance counting the dead
bullets, but by Algerism.by a misjedlessand gross that the civilized

but the American people, will pass
Administration which, after slaying
wanton thousand, has the heartless
torney-General to pronounce the work
id.so good that only partisan malice

distant, and not all the Griggses and
celess wealth of the land behind them,
ce that is destined to fall dnd crush.
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uted and used while he is on the stage.
was successful only in a comic-opera par.
ody with Miss Hall. That was indeed a
capital piece of work, the only sop in tha
piece for people who want anything mora
man jingie ana giri. n was so guuu mat
there really wasn't enough of it. That is a

great recommendation. There was nearly
too much of everything else.
Mr. Abraham, the "animal" Impersonator,

did a clever bit of work as a dog. This
actor is a remarkably talented person, who, i
if I mistake not. came from London with
the "Cinderella" pantomime some years
ago. His work is ungrateful, for the unthinkingwould dub it puerile and stupid.
But that dog ill the first act was excellent
It is harder work to mimic a dog than a
man, and.according to a certain French
lady.the dog should be just as worthy.
Dick Bernard.the brother of the stellai
Sam.was a rather lugubrious Kip Vat
"Winkle, and Mr. Sloan had nothing neM
to offer as a Chrystle street celebrity.
"In Gotham," however, will probably go

It is light and frothy, and though personallyI prefer a "vaudeville" bill auj
day, there are others who don't. I beg t<
convey to Mr. Aarons the suggestionmade at the beginning of this, and to as
sure him that I'll help him out in any wnj
that I can.provided that he release tin
ushers from their serfdom.

ALAN DAUB.


